
Cold Stun 2010 ð St. Joe Bay  
 
The turtles were found in St. Joe Bay and some bays at Tyndall (about 80).   All together we 
rescued 1,797.   Most of these were endangered green turtles  and there were a smaller 
number of very endangered Kemp's Ridley's and thr eatened loggerheads.   They ranged in size 
from about one pound to a couple of hundred pounds.   Of the turtles brought in over 500 
died.   Interestingly enough, the green turtles will forage for food in the bays up here but 
very seldom nest here.  
 

 

We had many people out walking the beaches looking for the turtles.   Most of them washed 
up on shore but we also found some out floating in the bay.   On our first day out, Roger 
and I found 50 turtles which filled our canoe.   We couldn't fit in it so we kept w alking and 
pulled it behind us.   The tide went out while we were out there so we couldn't get back to 
the dock and had to carry them through the sludge to  land.   I finally got to try out my chest 
waders and I was very glad that I had them!   After a day or two of hauling turtles in canoes 
and kayaks FWS brought a couple of air boats over from Tallahassee and they went out with 
those.   They worked great in the shallow waters.  

 
When we got the turtles back to land  they were transported to Gulf World by tr uck, SUV, 
van, car, U -Haul trailer, Ryder trucks and Lowe's trucks.   They were evaluated as we 
brought them into Gulf World and infected turtles were kept separate from non -infected 



turtles.   We put them into warm water tanks and held them until they were able to swim off 
on their own.   Some of them started thawing out on the way to Gulf World if they were in 
heated vans or cars.   Some thawed out quicker than others when they hit the warm water.   
If they were not strong enough to swim we took them to an ICU  area where they were kept 
warm and given IVs if necessary.   If they were kept out of water for any length of time we 
covered their shells and flipper tops with Vaseline to keep them moist and covered them 
with blankets.   Wal-Mart donated a bunch of plasti c pools and we kept them in the pools.   
As they gained strength they were put in with the stronger turtles and monitored to make 
sure they were doing all right.   If we ever saw a turtle that looked like it was struggling at all 
or lethargic it was taken ou t of the pool and returned to sick bay.  
 

                
   

               
Every turtle was documented with a stranding form.   These forms contained data including 
where they were found, numerous measurements and weight, drawings showing barnacle s 
and any physical features (such as missing/damaged flippers, shark bites, etc.).   Photographs 
were also taken of each turtle, one of the top and one of the underside.   Every live turtle 
was also tagged with a metal tag on each of the front flippers (if t hey had both front 
flippers) and a PIT (Passive Integrated Transponder)  tag was also placed under the skin on a 
front flipper.   These are the same kind of tag vets put in dogs and cats.   I even got to tag a 
few turtles...NEATO!!!!   The PIT tag identifying numbers are recorded on the stranding 
forms so we will know where the turtle was tagged if it is ever found and scanned again.   



The dead turtles are all going to have a necropsy performed on them eventually.   They were 
put in a freezer truck and taken to N orth Carolina.   Since we did the documentation on 
the majority of the dead turtles we were extremely happy when they finally got the freezer 
truck.   After a few days they were starting to get a little ripe!  
 

     

 
The Coast Guard and Navy assisted in  the releasing of the turtles.   They were not all taken 
to the same location.   The boats took them out anywhere from five to 15 miles from shore.   
They were released in waters that were around 60 degrees.   The earlier releases were 
farther out and, as the weather warmed up and the water warmed up, the later releases 
were closer to shore.   The latitude, longitude and water temperature were recorded for 
each release and the flipper tag numbers were recorded for each release.   We went out on 
one release and we  went out about five miles.   It was so nice to see the little guys swim off 
where they belonged.  

  

How do we know if they survive?   If they don't wash back up on shore we take for granted 
that they survived.   Hopefully we wonõt see any of that. 
 

 


